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WWiirrrraall’’ss  EEnnvviirroonnmmeennttaalliisstt  ooff  tthhee  YYeeaarr
MMaaxx  KKiirrbbyy  rreecceeiivveess  TThhee  KKeeiitthh  DDaavviiddssoonn  AAwwaarrdd  --
From the 1940s Max has always been involved in
projects and groups which enhance and protect the
environment. In the early days he organised a
complete footpath survey of the Isle of Man, and
worked for the YHA. Since moving to Wirral in the
1960s he has initiated and worked on many
projects. As a voluntary Footpaths Inspection Officer
for the Wirral Footpaths and Open Spaces
Preservation Society he regularly walked the paths,
noting and often dealing with obstructions.
His expertise in consulting old maps and documents
has  provided irrefutable evidence at Public
Enquiries, on lost rights of way and disputed
footpaths. More recently he has been a leader in

establishing and maintaining a thriving Millennium
Wild Flower Meadow in Willaston.

WW..VViiccttoorr  SSmmiitthh  LLeeccttuurreess  22000077
’’BBaarrnnssttoonn  DDaallee’’  --  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  FFeennddeerr  VVaalllleeyy
Colin Millington was brought up in Barnston in the
middle years of the 20th century and lives there still.
His knowledge is steeped in a great love of the
wildlife and plants, the history, the views and moods
of all the seasons. He tells us of the conflict aroused
by 'The Ramshackle Railway', backed by Gladstone,
which planned to cut off the footpath we can still
enjoy, from Storeton to Thingwall's Basset Hound.
There are banks of bluebells and sheltering
ladybirds;  the wheelwright working in the white
cottages and the pre Fox and Hounds pub where the
sandstone base was regularly whitewashed by Mrs.
Gertrey, the licensee. We feel the grinding of
retreating glaciers carving out the deep gorge of the
shallow stream, relive the heydays of Barnston
Camp with its mammoth slide and swing boats.
Examining a furrow in a field - marking a hedge
boundary in 1695 - our thoughts dwell on the
Doomsday boundary of the farms of the Norseman,
Ravenswart and the Saxon, Leafgeat.

So quickly we drive past the sandstone walls, so
rewarding will be future explorations on foot.

- oOo -

TTwweellvvee  QQuuaayyss  CCaammppaaiiggnn  --  FFeebbrruuaarryy  2277tthh..
BBrruunneell  ssaayyss  ’’YYeess..’’  

Graham Handley spearheaded the campaign to
restore  public access to the waterfront between
Seacombe Ferry and Woodside. In a dramatic move
in 2000 the public were barred from enjoying the
'Best View of the Three Graces'; recently refurbished
walk ways were barricaded. Despite a huge amount
of evidence and the Council's own principles of
public access and tourism, the go ahead was given
to develop a Roll On - Roll Off ferry terminal, with no
waterfront access for the public.
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There were six good applications for the Keith Davidson award - all representing hard working and
committed individuals. The selection committee would like to show their appreciation of all the varied projects
nominated.

IN THIS ISSUE
1 The Keith Davidson Award for Max Kirby;

W. Victor Smith Lectures
2 AGM; Chairman's Report
3 Editors; Summer Meeting; Green Flag

School; Wirral LA21 Network; Hunter cartoon;
Useful Contacts

4 Book Review; Brackenwood Park;
‘By the Way’ - Alan Brack BEM

OOuurr  ffoorrmmeerr  eeddiittoorr,,  AAllaann  BBrraacckk,,  wwiillll  ccoonnttiinnuuee  ttoo  ccoonnttrriibbuuttee  ttoo  WWiirrrraall  MMaatttteerrss  iinn  tthhiiss  nneeww  ccoolluummnn
""BByy  tthhee  WWaayy""  
Street Scream

In Claughton Village there is a tarmacadam strip of pedestrian walkway (there’s no other word for it), about 20 yards
long, running from the end of Park Road West, alongside the Sixth Form College, to the main Claughton Village bus-
stop at the end of Shrewsbury Road.

It is, as you would imagine, a very well-used stretch of walkway and yet for some years it has been in an appalling
state of disrepair. It has been dug up, patched, re-dug and re-patched so many times there is hardly a square inch left
which is original.

The stretch is a moonscape of potholes which, after rain, become filled with water. It is bad enough for able-bodied
people but completely hazardous for the elderly or anyone in a wheelchair or otherwise handicapped.  

A week or so before Christmas, after watching a man on crutches carefully pick his way through the rain-filled
potholes, I emailed Streetscene and politely drew their attention to it.

Some of you might not be conversant with Streetscene. It is not, as you might imagine, the name of a pop group or a
TV programme. It is what, in a less gimmick-riddled age, was known as the Borough Engineer’s Department.

I received no reply, but about six weeks later, lo and behold, I noticed that two new shiny black tarmac patches had
been laid. At a guess, one patch covered a couple of holes, the other three or four.  There has been no action on the
remainder. Is it because there’s a shortage of tarmac? Or is it so horrendously expensive that it can only be used
sparingly like gold leaf?

The real response, of course, should have been the re-laying of the stone flags that were removed all those years
ago. After all, Claughton Village is a very busy place, not a side street, .But that, it seems, is not Wirral Council’s policy.
In fact, they (i.e. Streetscene) go round ‘stealing’ complete streets of flagstones and replacing the pavements with
tarmac.

And what happens to the paving stones they take up? It seems that on the robbing-Peter–to-pay-Paul principle they
are stockpiled and saved for use in repairing pavements in Conservation Areas.   

So, if you don’t live in a Conservation Area, hard luck.  The outlook’s black.  
RIGHT OF REPLY:  We welcome comments from Streetscene.                                            

Wayward people?
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, a long narrative, anonymous poem written in the 14th century, is hardly one you

would have learned by rote at school. It has 2500 lines written in the language of Chaucer. But every so often some
scholastic poet re-writes it in the idiom of his time. Yorkshire-born Simon Armitage is the latest.

Briefly, the poem tales the tale of Sir Gawain, a chivalrous knight, who was challenged to a fight one New Year’s Day
by a giant knight, clad in green.  The giant’s name was Bercilak de Hautdesert and brave Sir Gawain took him on – and
won.  With one stroke he beheaded the knight but the green-clad trunk immediately picked up the head and rode off.  

It seems this contest may have taken place in Wirral for Wirral is mentioned. But in this Armitage version Wirral’s
inhabitants of the time are described as ‘wayward people both God and good men have quite given up on.’

Don’t lose any sleep over it . It was 600 years ago after all.

BBooookk  rreevviieeww
’’WWeesstt  KKiirrbbyy  ttoo  HHooyyllaakkee’’  bbyy  JJiimm  OO’’NNeeiill
This book is pocket sized but the black and white
images are crisp and clear. Life, events and
views of the past hundred years are revisited in
photos, mainly from private collections, and
given an illuminating, in-depth commentary by
Jim. He tells us about the lighthouse in Valencia
Road, Hoylake, built in 1865 and last lit over 100
years ago. This house has a secret - behind the
obvious nineteen rooms there are hidden rooms
and a maze of secret passages. Many other
fascinating images and facts can be found here.
Available from bookshops at £5.99
Or add £1.50  and ask Jim to send you a copy -
Contact him on  632 2047
WWhheerree  ttoo  ppaaiinntt  tthhee  CChheesshhiirree  rraaiilliinnggss??  -- we
welcome your nominations: - which traditional curved
top railings, typical of the Wirral countryside, need
repainting?* We hope to take advantage of a
community partnership scheme to carry this out.
*Eg. corner of Talbot Ave and Brimstage Road

WWhhaatt  hhaappppeenneedd  ttoo  BBrraacckkeennwwoooodd  ’’PPaarrkk’’??

1985 saw a battle between big business and the
community when Brackenwood Park, Higher

Bebington was touted as a great site for a 4* hotel
attached to a private golf course. Thankfully, people

power won out and the Park was saved for the
public enjoyment and the golf course remains in

Municipal hands. Just recently, this new sign
replaced the old one - no mention of the 10 acre

park here. A local councillor is looking into it.
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continued from page 1

The Wirral Society and over 50 other local and
national organisations - The Ramblers, the Wirral
Footpaths, the Sea Anglers and many more,
representing 1/4 million members, continued to push
for justice.  Two top barristers gave their legal
advice. 

Success is now in sight; a compromise has been
reached with Mersey Docks and Harbour Company.
Once the final legalities have been sorted out, new
and restored footpaths, large public access areas
and waterfront walkways will become dedicated
public rights of way. The Council have agreed to
revamp and maintain the area.

Graham's superb presentation - of his own
photographs, images of historic documents and
press cuttings, together with a campaign video
highlighted the key stages of progress. He explained
that to validate a 'Public Right of Way' claim you
need to show at least one of these:
- mass use by a large group of people or evidence

of ancient use
- voluntary creation of a right of way by the

landowner
- unhindered public use for over 20 years
- creation of a Right of Way by Act of Parliament

The history of the area is a fascinating subject on its
own - from the ancient stepping stones along the low
water line, through the building and development of
the Docks in the mid Victorian era, to the massive
crowds who watched the Tall Ships in 1983. 

Brunel, the Victorian engineer, did comment on the
public being allowed access to the waterfront - a
useful bit of research by the team.

There are many questions that need addressing
here - not least the waste of time and unnecessary
expense.

- oOo -

TThhee  AAnnnnuuaall  GGeenneerraall  MMeeeettiinngg  --  rreeppoorrtt

A good crowd of members met in the Wallasey Golf
Club to hear reports of  what the society has been
dealing with in the last twelve months. Peter Bowler,
WS Treasurer, reported on the items on our healthy
balance sheet.

Questions from the floor touched on wind farms,
modern recycling incinerators and whether members
are involved in committee decision making.

The Committee is always pleased to hear from
members and take their opinions into account when
making decisions. 

The business was followed by a fascinating in depth
presentation by Graham Handley on the Twelve
Quays Campaign (see the previous article).

CChhaaiirrmmaann,,  RRoodd  TTaannnn  rreeppoorrtteedd::
The Society has again responded to a number of
consultation documents this year, both from local
authorities and national government, following the
requirement under the Local Development
Framework, to involve interested parties such as
ourselves in policy making.  In Wirral Borough the
building restraint policy has remained in place on
certain types of building in some areas.  However,
we are concerned that this policy will have to be
reviewed shortly following changes in Government
targets and guidance. It is not certain yet, what the
implications will be of that review. 

The Society has made representations on a number
of local issues including the proposed New Brighton
re-development; the proposed Health Centre on
Green Belt land at the Warrens, Thingwall; had
discussions over the cost effectiveness of windfarms
vs the loss of open seascape, with especial
reference to the proposed Gwyn–ty-Mor windfarm.
Also, we have registered our concerns with
Liverpool John Lennon Airport at the potential
increase in aircraft noise that would affect Wirral,
should the proposed expansion take place.   

Compliments have been sent to Wirral BC about the
visual improvements made to the Hoylake area in
preparation for the Golf Tournament last year. We
have  enquired as to whether there are any plans for
other areas to benefit from similar work.  Wirral BC
has agreed to respond to the Society’s request to
repaint historic street furniture, which includes many
street name plates. The committee has yet to  form
a view on the Wirral Docks proposals by Peel
Holdings Ltd.

The Society has contributed to various
environmental schemes being carried out in Wirral,
over the last year.  We have sponsored four
schemes, as part of Wirral Council’s 'Open to All'
Initiative, where community groups have been
encouraged to improve their locality,  Tree Wardens
have also received safety jackets, and the new
‘Friends of Arrowe Park’ have received a start-up
donation from us.

EEddiittoorrss
RReettiirriinngg  EEddiittoorr,,  AAllaann  BBrraacckk  BBEEMM
Alan has provided an eloquent voice for the Wirral
Society during the last 18 years. When he was 16 he
received a guinea for a piece of humorous verse and
has never been known to say 'no' to an editor since.
So, he has written on the technical and the trivial and
has interviewed a vast range of people along the way.
He has written widely on the Wirral Peninsula in an
array of books, articles and newspapers - his moving
historical investigations of the NSPCC in Liverpool
and his regular pieces for Country Life.  Look out for
his column, 'By the Way' on Page 4.
AA  lliittttllee  bbiitt  aabboouutt  mmee…

…eeddiittoorr  JJuuddiitthh  RRaaiillttoonn
I was born in Heswall and brought up in Irby, walking
and cycling many family country miles, learning many
bye-ways and much country lore from an early age. It
was great to return in the 1980s and to pass on my
love of this peninsula to my own children.
I'm a freelance artist and writer, work with students of
all ages and organise large scale art exhibitions. 
In WIRRAL MATTERS I aim to cover a wealth of
subjects - from current policy decisions, politics,
development, history, wildlife, art, people and places.
I welcome your opinions and stories……
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SUMMER MEETING
JUNE 9th - 2pm

A guided walk round BIRKENHEAD PARK
With the Ranger

Meet at the new Visitors' Pavilion
(sited in the eastern section of the Park)

(Victorian costume optional)
The revamping of the Park has recently been

completed - it’s a treat

Woven seat in the WLA21 garden -
79 Gorsey Lane, Wallasey, CH44 4HF

GGrreeeenn  FFllaagg  sscchhooooll  hhaass  ssuucccceessss  wwiitthh  EEccoo--ffiillmm
Grove Street Primary School in New Ferry received the
Wirral Society's Schools Award in 1999 from Keith
Davidson - for their outstanding contribution towards
improving the local environment.
By 2000 they were the first Wirral school to receive the
Green Flag for their massive savings on carbon
emissions. To keep their Green Flag status they have had
to maintain and move forward on eco practice.
Recently students and eco teacher Diane Edwards have
worked with Learning Lighthouse - an organisation that
encourages young people to make films. "The Wirral
Green Scene", with input from two other schools, was
premiered at Pacific Road in January 2006. 
This February the film was shortlisted for a Creative
Environmental Award by the Groundwork Merseyside
Environmental Group, who support 'sustainability in
action'.  

WWiirrrraall  ssccoorreess
hhiigghhllyy  ffoorr
’’rreettuurrnn
aappppeeaall’’

A recent survey
showed that
most visitors
enjoy the coast,
countryside and
food so much
they return time
and time again.
The survey is
part of Wirral's
marketing and
tourism
strategy.

WWiirrrraall  LLAA2211  NNeettwwoorrkk
encourages local people and community groups to get
involved in local issues and to think about their impact on
the wider world. They have action groups for:

- reuse of waste, including 'Community RePaint Wirral'
which redistributes leftover paint

- gardening projects; for cycle routes; for effective
energy use and for Fairtrade.

More details: 0151-639-2121 email: info@la21.net
Fax 0151-630-0090 Websites: www.la21.net

www.communityrepaint.org.uk


